THE BLOCKADE OF BRITAIN
The counter-measures which we have taken have
naturally devolved mainly on the Navy. The un-
ceasing vigilance of the light units of our Fleet, and
of the larger warships in the hunting of the com-
merce-raiders, has been our constant safeguard
against a peril which might spell disaster. The Royal
Air Force, too, has played its part, not only in the
form of the patrol-work carried out by the Coastal
Command, but also in the shape of attacks upon the
dockyards in which the U-boats are built and the
naval bases from which they operate.
Destruction of U-boats by the R.A.F.
Submarines have been engaged and destroyed or
damaged by our aircraft on a number of occasions.
An aircraft of the Bomber Command made a direct
hit on one in the Schillig Roads on March 4, 1940,
and just a week later, on March 11, another bomber
scored a similar success. Both the U-boats attacked
were believed to have been sunk; the second one,
after a 250 Ib. bomb struck it, was seen to have its
bow and stern out of the water, the centre part being
submerged. The Sunderland flying-boats of the
Coastal Command have also a number of sinkings
to. their credit. On January 30 one of them sank the
U-boat which had just torpedoed the steamship
Vaclite* On July 17 a Sunderland of the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force, attached to the Coastal Com-
mand, sank another in the South Atlantic. In each of
these instances survivors were rescued and there was
therefore no possibility of doubt about the success of
the flying boats. Another very remarkable encounter
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